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Please accept this response by the Idaho State Police asP) to the
reference docket:

The Idaho Department of Law Enforcement Division of State Police
operates a state-wide communications system consisting of 76 remote
base/mobile relay stations.

Idaho has a large geographic area with rugged mountains. A large
por;tion of this area is designated as wilderness. This presents many
obstacles in performing the duty of public safety to its rural citizens.

The Idaho State Police has worked through its representatives in APCO
and through the Idaho Bureau of Communications to provide input to
the issues of this Notice of Proposed Rule Making. We strongly support
the APCO position on this docket.

The Idaho State Police is extremely concerned with the impact on its
communications system that this docket would provide. We will leave
it to the APCO response to deal with the technical nature of the
proposal and would like to emphasize the following concerns.

It appears the docket would prohibit mobile relay operation. Mobile
relays are vital to the communications for many public safety agencies
in Idaho.
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Under the Commissions' proposal, public safety would actually lose
exclusive channel assignments. The proposal's suggestion that public
safety will gain channels is based on the general category pool
assignment with non-public safety entities. Our channel usage
requirements and funding methods are far too different to permit fair
access to these channels.

The proposed method of limiting transmitter power (Effective Radiated
Power) and the Height Above Average Terrain limits is not a feasible
method given the topography and rural nature of Idaho. This proposal
would severely hamper most of our current state-wide system.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making spells out deadlines and cut-over
dates for implementing various aspects of the new rules. Many of these
changes do not fit our normal equipment change out plans which most
generally are pushed back each year to a certain extent because of
funding constraints.

Under the proposed docket Public Safety seems to have been left out in
favor of the federal government selling off its frequencies to the highest
bidder.

Third party providers must not be allowed to hold licenses in the public
safety services; only government should be eligible for public safety
blocks. Public safety users need to control their own systems, they can
not be dependent on a third party who could fail to provide required
services, leaving an agency without public safety communications until
its contract could be litigated. Labor disputes impacting the third party
leave public safety with little control.
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In summary, life threatening emergency and disaster situations need
clear channels. For operational and political reasons, stacking of
dissimilar public safety services onto a common conventional channel
where signals overlap is ill advised and definitely would not provide the
high quality of service and safety we as a public agency need to provide
to the citizens of Idaho. The funding alone which would be required to
implement a system such as this is not feasible for the Idaho State
Police.

Sincerely,

(J~G2-.<e/ /:)n,~
RONALD L. MOORE, COLONEL
Superintendent
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